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Scene ]--Sitting room of the Miller home, early morning, July 4, 1906. 
Scene 2--Dining-room of the Miller home. Evening of the same day. 
Intermission 
Act II 
Scene 1--Back room of a bar in a small hotel. 10 o'clock the same night. 
Scene 2--The Miller sitting room. A little after 10 o'clock the same night. 
Intermission 
Act Ill 
Scene 1--The Miller sitting-room. 1 o'clock the following afternoon. 
Scene 2--A strip of beach on the harbor. 9 o'clock that night. 
Scene 3--The Miller sitting-room. 10 o'clock the same night. 
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Ah, Wilderness!, in addition to being a popular and satisfying comedy, 
portrays a personal myth involving deep concerns of its author. O'Neill 
avoids dealing with his actual childhood experiences , especially his often 
stormy relationship with his father, matinee idol James O'Neill. That 
troubling and destructive tale is searingly revealed in the nearly autobio-
graphical drama, Long Day's Journey into Night. In Ah, Wilderness! 
O'Neill presents a desirable, almost sentimental, fantasy of a stable, 
supportive and loving family. Richard Miller is certainly O'Neill's version 
ofhimself as a boy maturing into manhood. Sadly, the model for father Nat 
Miller in the play was not James O'Neill, but the admired editor of the New 
London Telegraph, a paper that employed young Eugene as a reporter. Most 
of 0 'Neill's theatrical world presents a dark. brooding mood of what one 
critic described as "melodramadness." Yet, just once, he created a delightful 
stage piece peopled with characters who love, trust, reconcile and grow 
through mutual respect. He titled itAh, Wilderness! after a line from The 
Rubaiyat ofOmar Khayyam and described it as "A Comedy of 
Recollection." 
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Student Showcase, Extravadramadanza 
December 6-9 Stage II 
Talk Radio 
February 22-25 and 28-March 2 in Stage II 
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April 11-14 and 17-20 in Stage II 
